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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY: Year of 
Election 

Walker, J. 0. • • • • • • • 1906 
Courtauld, Sir S. L. • • • • • • • 1908 
Coddington, E. • • • • • • •• • 1919 

' Kurz, Marcel (Honorary Member, 1953) 192i • • • • 

Ro berts, A. B. • • • • • • • • 1926 
Sharp, F. C. • • • • • • • • 1934 
Warren, N. S. S. • • • • • • • • 1935 
Os borne, A. W. • • • • • • • • 1942 
Sim, J. A. (Honorary lVlember) • • • • • 1947 
Barker, G. • • • • • • • • 1966 

EUSTACE CODDINGTON 

' 

EusTACE CoDDINGTON, who died last November in his eighty-ninth year, 
was elected to the Alpine Club in December, 1919. He was not a great 
mountaineer, but a great lover of mountains and he used to spend nearly 
the whole of his summer holiday in the Valais. He was handicapped by 
cartilage trouble in one knee, the result of a football injury, and had to 
wear a special steel support. This prevented him from doing difficult 
climbs and made him feel that he must always climb with a guide on any 
serious expedition, lest he should be a liability to an amateur party. Lack 
of financial resources prevented him from doing more than two or three 
major expeditions each year. He was a keen supporter of the A.C. and 
was a frequent visitor to the Club until age made the journey too difficult. 
He made a useful contribution to the A.J. entitled 'A Hydrographic 
Approach to the Alps', published in vols. 57 and 58, which was praised 
by Dr. Longstaff. 

I first met him at Fionnay in August, 1928, and he took me on an 
expedition to the Rosa Blanche, my first I o,ooo ft. mountain. I remember 
well starting in the early morning at what seemed to me a snail's pace, but 
after continuing steadily for four hours I was panting for a halt. We were 
denied the summit, as an insecurely bridged crevasse barred the way and 
time and an approaching thunderstorm prevented further efforts. I did 
not reach this summit until twenty years later, this time on skis with a 
party of schoolboys in the depth of winter. 

Eustace Coddington had a rugged exterior, but a warm and friendly 
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heart. He was senior Science master at St. John's School, Leatherhead, 
for thirty-eight years and a housemaster for much of this time. A school
master of the old school, he was loved and respected and a source of 
• • • tnsptratton to many. 

T. A. H. PEACOCKE 

THOMAS GEORGE WILLIAM FOWLER 
1880-1967 

T. G. W. FowLER, who died on March 4, was born at Huntingdon, where 
his father was a solicitor. He was educated at Harrow and Trinity 
College, Cambridge. His earlier activities seem to have escaped notice, 
but he became an authority on Cornish serpentine (a coloured magne
sium-containing rock) and he was a notable conchologist, his fine 
collection of British shells being purchased by the British Museum 
(Natural History) in 1965. These interests made him a well-known 
figure round the Cornish coast; his home was at Sennen, near Land's End. 

He was elected to the Alpine Club in February, 1910, on the strength 
of three seasons' climbing ( 1906, 'o7 and 'o9). There is nothing in his 
list of climbs at that time to call for notice; his first wife (who died c. 
1926) accompanied him on some of his expeditions, but it is not thought 
that he continued mountaineering after her death. He married again in 
I 937 and much of his work in conchology dates from then. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

HAROLD WILFRID ARMINE FREESE-PENNEFATHER 
1907-1967 

A GOOD goer in his prime, Harold Freese-Pennefather was more a lover 
of the Alps than a climber, but he kept up his devotion to the details of 
alpine travel and the topography of sophisticated tourism in the valleys, 
if not on the heights, until the end of his life. His father, the Rev. F. E. 
Freese, who was a member of the A. C. from 1926 until his death in 1935 
(on his tennis court during a men's four at the age of seventy-two) was 
for a number of years the Anglican chaplain at Wiesbaden and held 
seasonal chaplaincies in various Alpine resorts. 

Here Harold developed his early mountain interests and affections and 
it was with his father that he first started climbing in the Valais in 1928. 
From Arolla they did the Aiguilles Rouges traverse with, I believe, Joseph 
Georges le skieur, the Petite Dent de Veisivi, the Pigne and the Dent 
Blanche by the ordinary way. In the following year he introduced 
Quintin Hogg and myself to conventional climbing at Arolla, going over 
the V eisivi ridge again and following this with the Dent Perroc, Mont 
Collon by the North ridge, and the Col de la Dent Blanche, all with 
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Joseph Georges. It was a happy time and I remember being cheered 
through a sightless day of snowfall on the Perroc (which disconcerted 
me much more than him) with tireless classifications of inns in remote 
villages. 

In 1930 Harold went to the Engadine and North Italy, but only 
managed Piz Palii and the Cima del Largo. That summer he passed 
into the Diplomatic Service and it was the end of his alpine climbing 
until after the war. But his affection for hills and ·mountains was general 
and he records taking the splendid walk up Mount Washington, the 
summit of the northern Appalachians, while he was in America at his 
first post; the climbs of Trolltindene and the Romsdalshorn in 1939 
while he was at the Embassy in Oslo, besides local skiing. In 1943 he 
was at the Embassy in Baghdad and it was a matter of course that when 
he visited me at Zahle near Beirut, and again outside Isfahan, he should 
ask to be taken on the highest local hill walk and be excited by the 
specifically alpine reminiscence of a soldanella at the edge of the Leba
non's snows. 

After the war Harold returned briefly to the kind of mountaineering 
which was already, to his sentimental rather than selfish regret, becoming 
down-graded into mountain tourism, and he climbed the Rimpfischhorn 
and the Matterhorn, I do not know with what guide, in 1946, followed 
by the Cima di J azzi in the following year. He was then elected to the 
A.C. and I think this satisfied his ambitions, which he had never taken 
very seriously. His earlier enthusiasm and his good temper were 
precious to his friends, so was his hospitality whether at Tathsallagh 
in Kildare or at his posts abroad. The fascination which all kinds of 
alpine arrangements and equipment had for him before the days of 
technical sophistication were easily exploited. All railway and hotel 
bookings for his friends were in his hands; so for ski novices was the hire 
of skins and sleighs. He made the humblest expedition not only happy 
but in some way exceptional and important, a local speciality reserved 
for connoisseurs. 

After retiring as Ambassador to Luxemburg in I96I, Harold went 
to live in Lausanne. There I am afraid he found that marriage with a 
land and a way of life is liable to end the love affair. Still, he kept up such 
interests and affections as a gradual loss of health allowed, and was 
lately sharing in the establishment of a new skiing centre at the top of the 
Averstal. M. VYVYAN. 

FREDERICK CYRIL SHARP 
1906-I966 

F. C. SHARP, whose death on July 24, 1966, was unfortunately over
looked, was a member of the Alpine Club since I 934· In I 924 he joined 
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his father in John Fenton & Co., wine merchants, being the third Sharp 
generation in the firm. He served in the Army during the last war and 
after his return to the family business he merged it (1950) with the well
known firm of Corney & Barrow Ltd., of which he became a director. 
He was a first-class adviser on wines and spirits, with claret his speci
ality, on which he was known throughout the trade as an expert judge. 

His first visit to the Alps was in 1919, and the next in 1926. From then 
to the year of his election he only missed one year. A feature of his 
application form to the Alpine Club is that each year recorded was in a 
different climbing district, and not only in the Alps, but including 
Norway, the Pyrenees, Skye and the Lake District. No outstanding 
climbs .need be noted here. He did not confine his outdoor activities 
to mountaineering, and one year he was a winner in the finals of the 
men's doubles at the Zermatt tennis championships. He is said to have 
done this immediately after making an ascent of the Matterhorn in gymn 
shoes, having no climbing kit with him. 

His other sport was badminton; he played for Sussex until 1952; 
had captained England in international badminton matches; had been 
on the English Badminton Selection Committee for twenty-one years, 
mostly as captain; and at the time of his death was Vice-President of the 
International Badminton Federation. 

JOHN ANDERSON SIM 
1895-1967 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

J. A. SIM was elected an Honorary Member of the Alpine Club in 
1947· 

He was educated at Wanganui College and then at Otago University, 
where his studies were interrupted by service overseas in 1918 with 
one of the reinforcements to the N.Z. Division. Following a family 
tradition his father was Sir William Sim, Judge of the Supreme 
Court, and an elder brother the present Sir Wilfred Sim, Q.C. he 
studied law and practised in Dunedin. 

He began his climbing on Mount Cook and became a member of the 
N.Z. Alpine Club, but he did not become interested in the Otago 
mountains until 1930. He seems then to have realised that many 
young men in Dunedin who had been tramping up valleys and over 
passes now wanted to climb mountains. Needing facilities such as high 
level huts, they had already founded two mountaineering clubs quite 
distinct from the Alpine Club with its headquarters in Wellington. 
The local members of the Alpine Club, one of the more prominent of 
whom was J. A. Si m, now decided that there must be united action 
and they very tactfully persuaded the groups to combine and form the 
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first separate section of the N.Z. Alpine Club. The whole affair 
according to the Journal was 'akin to the principle of unifying trade 
competition with a merger under a new title'. The development of 
the new section and very soon of the .Alpine Club itself now occupied 
every moment of Sim's spare time. For the next twenty-five years 
there was no major move in which he did not play an important part, 
for he was in his time editor of the Journal, committee member, 
President, and finally Life Member. 

After the formation of the Otago Section he never returned to 
Mount Cook. He climbed in Otago without guides and much more 
seriously, usually at the head of Lake Wakatipu, where he was fascinated 
by the river flats, beech forests and unclimbed peaks. It was there that 
the Club, at his suggestion, held its first climbing camp. Like every
thing with which he had anything to do it was very well organised. 

In his climbing itself he was just as enterprising. To simplify a 
new approach to Mount Aspiring he persuaded the Otago Aero Club 
to drop supplies for his party. The locally made parachutes were not a 
success and tins of food were scattered about the Bonar glacier, but 
the idea was quite sound. Sim was just ahead of his time. His ascent 
of Mount Tutoko, 9042 ft., from Lake McKerrow had its unusual 
features. As the lake is tidal the party really climbed from sea level. 
They rowed a boat up the Hollyford River, struggled up through the 
bush and established high level bivouacs a good effort for Sim who 
had lately heard himself described as 'the elderly gentleman on the 
wharf'. 

After that season, 1935-36, he was less ambitious but still devoted 
to Club affairs in particular the Journal and the instruction course 
which he organised after World War II. 

Always approachable and very tolerant of youthful frailties, he was 
the perfect senior member. With his death the Club has lost one of its 
most lovable characters and a member who played a most important 
part in its development. 

W. G. McCLYMONT. 

DR. R. ScoTT RussELL writes: · 

By electing J. A. Sim to Honorary Membership in 1947, the Alpine 
Club recognised his outstanding contribution to mountaineering in 
the Southern Alps. He had lately been President of the New Zealand 
Alpine Club and, as Editor for many years, he had established the 
modern reputation of the Club's Journal. But to some of us who had 
known him in the early 'thirties, at least as great a reason to acclaim 
him was because he introduced us and many others to alpine climbing. 
It was my good fortune to attend the first climbing training camp ever 
organised by the New Zealand Alpine Club, which Sim arranged in 
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1930. Our debt to him was still greater than that which men usually 
owe to those who introduce them to the hills; but for him, we would 
have had no opportunity for mountaineering training, as both amateur 
climbers and guides were few in number, the latter in addition being 
quite beyond our pockets. Few climbers can have received wiser or 
more kindly guidance than he gave us. 

After thirty-five years I remember more clearly than many more 
recent happenings my first snow climb with Sim and the good humour 
which his presence generated, even in sodden tents. 

Unfortunately Sim did not visit England after he became an honorary 
member, so the Club had no opportunity of knowing that endearing 
combination of personal qualities efficiency as an organiser combined 
with great modesty, humour, and sympathy for all enthusiasms
which enabled him to make so great a contribution to New Zealand 
climbing. 

FRANK KAY SUGDEN 
1909-1967 

FRANK SuGDEN died suddenly at his home in the Lake District in Ja~uary 
last, at the comparatively early age of fifty-eight. He will be greatly 
missed by his many friends in the climbing world and outside it, and 
particularly by those who had the privilege of climbing with him over a 
period extending from the mid-thirties to recent years. He was elected 
to the Alpine Club in 1948. 

He was a first class climber, especially on rock he was one of the few 
who, before the war, had led the Flake Crack on Scafell Central Buttress 
without assistance at the chockstone, then reckoned a considerable feat. 
His climbing was done almost wholly in this country and in the Alps, 
which he must have visited for nearly thirty years almost without a break, 
apart from the war. 

The lost years, 1940-45, would probably have seen him at his best in 
the Alps, but he did a number of good climbs in the years following the 
war. He formed a particularly happy partnership with the late Pierre 
Maurys of Les Hauderes, in whose company he did such routes as the 
complete traverse of the Bouquetins, the South-east ridge of the Salbit
schyn and, in icy conditions, the North ridge of the Dent Blanche. 

He was a quiet, rather retiring man and perhaps on that account was 
not very well known in the Club. His outstanding characteristic was his 
selflessness, which showed itself in the way he devoted so much of his 
time to helping less talented performers, who were thus able to enjoy 
wider climbing horizons than would otherwise have been possible for 
them. There is no doubt that, had he chosen to climb only with his 
equals, he would have had a more impressive record, but this was a 
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consideration which did not seem to trouble him. He was content to help 
others and to shoulder most of the responsibility at the informal climbing 
meets which, year after year, gave so much pleasure and enjoyment to his 
companions. V. C. CHAPMAN 

NIGEL SEBASTIAN SOMMERVILLE WARREN 
1912-1967 

NIGEL WARREN's sudden death, at the comparatively early age of fifty ... 
five, came as a great shock to his family and friends. Although he no 
doubt lacked opportunities to indulge in his favourite pastime of hill 
walking, he always gave the impression of physical fitness, and every 
week-end saw him at his home on the southern slope of Crook's Peak, 
that noble westernmost bastion of the Mendip hills. 

He was educated at Clifton, where he played in the Rugby XV,and 
Hertford College, Oxford. During the Second World War, he served 
in the Wiltshire Yeomanry, but was seconded to the Judge Advocate
General's Office, and finished with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

He was called to the Bar in 1936, and, with a successful Chancery 
practice, took silk in 1959· He was elected a Bencher of Lincoln's Inn 
in 1964. 

He had not, for some years, done any serious climbing, and I think 
it fair to say that his preference was always for ridge walking, al
though he had climbed in the Dolomites, and I recall a few sunny days 
with him in and around Chamonix before the Second World War and, 
in particular, a happy one on the Dent du Requin. He was elected to 
the Alpine Club in 1935, thereby following in his father's footsteps, and 
his qualifying climbs included in 1928 (his first alpine season) several 
of the lesser Chamonix aiguilles, and in 1929-35 numerous smaller 
peaks and passes in the Oberland and among the Dolomites, particularly 
the Brenta group. He was also a great lover of alpine flora, as evidenced 
by a small, specially constructed alpine garden at his former home in 
Bristol. 

Her was an inveterate traveller, and, being unmarried, was invari
ably accompanied on his travels by his mother. These travels ranged 
as far as Mexico, but, for many years, Soglio was his favourite resting 
place. He was a man of great intellectual gifts and with an enviably 
retentive memory: indeed, his knowledge of churches and art galleries 
in countries visited by him was encyclopaedic. He inherited from his 
father a unique collection of English (largely Bristol) Delftware, which 
he gave in his lifetime to the Ashmolean at Oxford. 

It can truly be said that Nigel was a man with great gifts, who en
joyed his life, both when at work and at leisure, to the full. 

M. G. MEADE-KING. 
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